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Gloria Gaither Shares Her 
Songwriting Talent.

“To think that you are 
adequate to meet the 
spiritual hunger of people 
is insane—and impossible,” 
said Gloria. “My continual 
prayer has been ‘Here are my 
three slices of bread and a 
fish or two. You need to feed 
the hungry hearts, Lord.’”   

– Gloria Gaither
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hat does heaven look like?

When I was a boy growing up on a Bible college campus in a rural part of the Philippines 
I used to lay on my back in the grass and look up at the brilliant light-strewn dome of the 
tropical night sky and wonder where heaven was and what it might be like.

When my parents both passed away within five weeks of each other a few years ago I 
wondered what they must be experiencing together.  They walked just about every part 
of this earth together in their 60 years of missionary service.

Sometimes I see reflections of heaven in the beauty of our IWU campus and regional centers.  If I have any 
conviction about who God is, and what God’s heavenly creation must be like, it is that God creates things that 
are stunningly beautiful.

Sometimes I see reflections of heaven in the magnificent students who come to us with hopes and dreams, 
aspirations tough enough to withstand the pummeling of the relentlessly negative, violent, and vulgar world 
in which we are surviving today.

If I have any conviction of God, it is that God’s magnificent image is in every one of the 14,000 students we 
serve.  As they open their lives to him, he challenges their intellect, nurtures their spirits, and sends them 
into the world as whole human beings ready to light the world with the brilliance of their gifts.

Recently our new football team gave me what I think is the perfect snapshot of heaven.  They’ve been 
winning their games.  They are fun to watch.  But that’s not the image I have in mind.

Recently Darrion decided he was hungry to know Jesus.  And 
here’s where the image of heaven came about.  Charlie Alcock 
described the scene this way.  “Today after football practice, 
Darrion made it public!  In front of the entire team he announced 
‘I’m jumping in with Christ.’  It was his teammates like Jaxson and 
Josh who walked with him and encouraged him to trust Jesus with 
everything.  Tonight, we celebrate with Darrion!”

What does heaven look like?  Well today I think it looks like that 
picture of Charlie, Darrion, Josh and his teammates celebrating like 
they just won the Superbowl – all because one of them found the 
Savior of the world and made him the Lord of his life.

DR. DAVID WRIGHT '77
PRESIDENT

W
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OLADELE OLADOTUN  
OMOSEGBON, Ph.D.
TITLE | Professor of Economics  
and Statistics

UNIT | DeVoe School of Business

RECENT SCHOLARSHIP | “The 
Significance of Common Currency to the 
Success of Economic Integration,” Journal 
of Applied Business and Economics. Vol. 
20(5), 2018, pp.109-119. North American 
Business Press. Dr. Omosegbon pursues 
the thesis that common currency is a 
necessary condition for the union of Africa 
to be realized.

“I work with a group of researchers 
based in Africa and the Diaspora to 
share findings on Africa’s development 
especially at the Annual Conference on 
Economic Integration in Africa (ACRIA). 
Information from these meetings is 
disseminated to policy makers and 
practitioners from the private and public 
sectors working on economic development 
across the continent. IWU has a strategic 
goal to be a world class Christian 
University. Africa remains the most 
prospective growth and development pole 
in the world, including in world changing 
educational programming. The inherent 
“we are one” message in the aspirations of 
Africans to be united is at the center of the 
Biblical message I share with my students 
when applying economic principles of 
convergence and integration.”

NICHE | The integration of Africa 
(including common currencies and the free 
movement of people and assets) as the 
most prospective path to its long- 
term development.

LARISA LEVICHEVA, Ph.D.
TITLE | Associate Professor of  
Biblical Studies

UNIT | Wesley Seminary

RECENT SCHOLARSHIP | Since 
2018, Dr. Levicheva has been a regular 
contributor for the Illustrated Bible 
Life, quarterly publication of The 
Foundry Publishing. In a recent edition, 
Dr. Levicheva exposits the Biblical 
understanding of the word LOVE using 
knowledge of both Greek and Hebrew 
languages. Other contributed topics 
have been the Biblical understanding of 
hospitality, the meaning of the phrase 
“treasured possession” in Exodus 19:5-6 
and I Peter 2:9-10, the wisdom Psalms, 
among others. 

“My passion is the Old Testament and 
educating people on how the love, grace 
and faith found in the New Testament can 
also be found in the Old Testament. One 
of the main courses I teach is ‘Bible as 
Christian Scripture’. Teaching the Bible, 
especially the Old Testament is my calling 
and my passion. My goal when I teach is 
to impart that passion for the Bible and to 
help my students experience the Bible as 
a living word that transforms their lives. 
Above all of the material they need to 
cover, this is what I hope that they gain.” 

NICHE | Old Testament Biblical studies 
including fluency in the biblical Hebrew 
and Greek languages. Dr. Levicheva 
teaches Bible courses, mission’s courses 
and Biblical languages for the Master of 
Arts and Master of Divinity programs.

SCHOOL OF NURSING PROFESSORS
Lynn Hartley, MSN, RN, Assistant  
 Professor, Nursing  
Ruth Eby, DNP, RNC, Associate   
 Professor, Dean, Nursing 
Patricia Hodges, MSN, RN, Assistant  
 Professor, Nursing  
Becky Hoffpauir, PhD, RN, Associate  
 Professor, Nursing

RECENT SCHOLARSHIP | Working 
together for nine years, this research 
team began with a concept analysis of the 
term “moral integrity” and a subsequent 
multiphase research focused on nursing 
faculty perceptions of academic integrity 
in faith-based and secular settings. From 
this work, they published two articles, 
including Fostering Ethical Integrity in 
Nursing Education, Journal of Christian 
Nursing (2017) and provided a definition 
of “moral integrity” for the Encyclopedia 
of Nursing Education (2015). 

 “The research informs our responses 
to students. We are immeasurably more 
prepared to talk about ethical issues. As 
a group we created a toolbox, a collection 
of strategies from the data we received. 
As we have done research, we have 
noticed specific characteristics unique to 
generations. This information has been 
disseminated in both publication and 
presentations to assist faculty as they 
teach nursing students of all ages.”

NICHE | The parameters of ethical and 
moral nursing practice, both academically 
and professionally, and identifying 
perspectives in secular and faith-
based faculty for the purpose of better 
understanding the academy at large.
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Dr. Joel Olufowote

t the young age of 12, Dr. Joel 
Olufowote had already encountered 
a variety of cultural experiences 
that most adults can only dream of. 
He was born in Ghana to Nigerian 
parents and for the first 12 years 
of his life, Olufowote lived in five 
different countries spanning two 
continents. He had schoolmates 

from across socioeconomic spectrums, of different skin 
tones who spoke different languages, and prayed and 
worshipped differently.

As the executive director for inclusive excellence, 
Olufowote leads the residential campus in its efforts to 
positively affect student, staff and faculty experiences 
across traditional university divides.

“The passion I have for this work stems from my 
staunch belief that efforts of inclusive excellence  
at universities goes hand-in-hand with Kingdom  
ministry. This work is an expression of my faith and 
deep desire that the Lord use me to build bridges and 
transform hearts.”

Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb recently awarded 
Olufowote the Achievement in Education Award at 
the Indiana Black Expo Governors Reception for his 
commitment to diversity in higher education. Evidence 
of such pursuits in his time at IWU is found in the 
Council for Inclusive Excellence (CIE).  

“As a council, we emphasize our commitment to 
develop students in character, scholarship and 
leadership, equipped to serve in a diverse and global 
world,” said Olufowote. “The CIE recognizes that 
our overall success at achieving this mission depends 
on how well we value, engage and include the rich 
Kingdom diversity of our IWU community.”

Olufowote’s favorite part about his job is rather simple: 
the relationships he’s able to form with students. 
“Although these [positions] are the vessels through 
which I may reach students, the purpose is entirely 
greater and my encounter with them exponentially 
more meaningful than any professional expertise I can 
brag of. This is why I work at IWU, and this is why I 
thoroughly enjoy the privilege of my roles.”

A

Olufowote holds a Ph.D. 
and M.A. in Political Science 
from Southern Illinois 
University – Carbondale. 
He received his B.A. in 
Economics and Finance 
from the University of 
Indianapolis. Olufowote’s 
scholarly interests include 
comparative politics, 
intercultural studies and 
outside-of-the-box politics. 

I W U - M A R I O N

FACULTY PROFILES

TITLE | Executive Director 
for Inclusive Excellence – 
Intercultural Learning  
& Engagement 

Associate Professor of 
Political Science

Ph.D.
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Dr. Doug Morris

r. Doug Morris sees Jesus  
show up every day in his work 
in the Division of Occupational 
Therapy. 

Having taught occupational 
therapy (OT) in nonreligious 
institutions for 15 years, he 
came to IWU with an eagerness 

to teach in a Christian environment. After he joined 
IWU in August 2013, Doug helped launch the 
Doctor of Occupational Therapy (OTD) program 
and implemented an emphasis on global health 
within the program, a feature unique to IWU. This 
emphasis was inspired by his childhood in India 
where his parents served as missionaries for 40 
years. Doug also led his team through a successful 
national accreditation process, which resulted in 
the maximum term of accreditation with no areas of 
non-compliance. 

Doug became interested in OT after he met his 
wife, Sally, who is a nurse. At the time, he had 

just left the Army with plans to pursue a degree in 
electrical engineering. Sally introduced him to an 
occupational therapist who worked with assistive 
technology—high-tech electronics that help people 
with disabilities become more independent. He 
decided to change his major.

In a broken healthcare system, Doug and the 
Division of Occupational Therapy are preparing 
students to be servant leaders starting inside the 
classroom. Recently, an OT student’s father passed 
away unexpectedly. Doug and the cohort piled into a 
van and drove to Ohio to attend the funeral. 

“It was a wonderful opportunity for our students to 
show love to one of their own,” Doug said.

Doug believes the calling of the OT profession is 
to change the world for people with disabilities by 
helping them live meaningful lives, and his servant 
leadership mindset has made a positive impact for 
IWU both in the classroom and around the globe.

D

I W U - N AT I O N A L  &  G L O B A L

Morris earned his Ph.D. in 
Health Sciences from Touro 
University International and 
his Master of Occupational 
Therapy (MOT) from 
Duquesne University. He 
was appointed by the 
governor of Florida to serve 
on the state’s occupational 
therapy licensing board. 
Morris has received 
multiple awards for his 
military service and work in 
occupational therapy, but 
he is most proud of his wife 
and children, who love and 
serve the Lord in a variety 
of professions.

TITLE | Program Director 
of Occupational Therapy

Ph.D., OTR/L
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Dr. Rhonda Oldham

r. Rhonda Oldham recognized 
what it takes to be an excellent 
healthcare professional as a new 
nurse early in her career. That 
was over 30 years ago, she says.

She carried that wisdom 
with her to Indiana Wesleyan 
University, where she is now 

an associate professor in the School of Nursing. 
Rhonda was employed full-time in healthcare 
management when she saw an ad for adjunct 
teaching positions at IWU. In previous jobs, she 
managed continuing education for other nurses, 
a role that brought her joy. So Rhonda applied, 
IWU hired her, and she began teaching part-
time alongside her full-time role as a healthcare 
manager. She later joined IWU’s School of Nursing 
full-time in 2010.

Nursing is her calling, not just her job. This calling 
has kept her in the profession for more than 30 
years and led her through a variety of roles and 
experiences that shaped the way she teaches her 
students today. 

In June 2019, she took an international trip with 
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) students. While 
the DNP team was treating a woman with a foot 
injury that required amputation, Rhonda was 
able to be the patient’s support person. “I held the 
patient’s hand and offered emotional support,” she 
said. “Being a part of a care team like this was a joy 
and a blessing.”

She believes global nursing experiences like this one 
can improve critical thinking and self-awareness, 
leading to a sense of empowerment for students. 
Even as faculty, the experience reignited her 
personal conviction that providing compassionate, 
competent patient care should be the utmost 
priority of the profession.

“Technology has changed nursing education. I am 
no longer at the bedside in a clinical setting, but 
in an online classroom assisting nurses with their 
advanced degree,” she said. “Even with all these 
changes, my true focus of nursing—caring for 
patients and families—has not changed.”

D

W E S L E Y  S E M I N A R Y

FACULTY PROFILES

Oldham earned a Doctor 
of Nursing Practice degree 
from Union University, a 
Master of Science in Nursing 
from Walden University, 
and a Master of Science in 
Health Care Administration 
from California College for 
Health Sciences. She has 30 
years of experience in the 
nursing profession, including 
cardiovascular critical care, 
performance improvement, 
and management in a home 
care setting. She and her 
husband live in western 
Kentucky on their four-
generation family farm.

TITLE | Associate 
Professor, Doctor of Nursing 
Practice Program

DNP, MSN, RN
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

SEMINARY CLASS TRAVELS TO 
GREECE RETRACING STEPS OF 
PAUL | Wesley Seminary’s BIBL552 
Historical Context of Scripture class 
taught by Dr. Luigi Peñaranda, culminated 
with a 10-day study abroad trip to Greece 
where a group of 32 students and faculty 
retraced the steps of Paul. The ministry 
of Paul came to life walking the ruins of 
Philippi and Corinth, worshipping along 
the water’s edge in the place where Paul 
met Lydia, and gathering together on 
Mars Hill to hear Paul’s sermon from 
Acts 17 read aloud. In summer of 2020, 
Dr. Larisa Levicheva will teach BIBL550 
Historical Context of Jesus and the 
Gospels with a travel abroad component 
taking place in Israel.

WESLEY SEMINARY CELEBRATES 10 
YEAR ANNIVERSARY | In 2009, Wesley 
Seminary was approved by the Indiana Wesleyan 
University board of trustees to be instated as the 
first seminary of IWU and The Wesleyan Church. 
Ten years later, Wesley Seminary has over 500 
students, course offerings for both online and 
onsite students and a state-of-the-art facility. To 
celebrate this milestone, Wesley Seminary hosted 
an all-day event on Aug. 8 which included a service 
of celebration, an open house reception, an alumni 

and friends event, and an evening with Dr. John Perkins. Individuals influential in the 
seminary’s founding, such as Keith Drury, Henry Smith, Russ Gunsalus, Bud Bence, 
Ken Schenck, Wayne Schmidt and JoAnne Lyons joined the celebration and shared 
reflections on God’s obvious hand in the formation of Wesley Seminary.

IWU LEADERSHIP ATTEND NATIONAL DIVERSITY LEADERSHIP 
ACADEMY | Five members of IWU participated in the 2019 Summer Cohort of the 
Inclusive Excellence Leadership Academy. This online leadership development program 
seeks to build an outstanding cohort of leaders from across the country who will 
collectively transform the higher education landscape. Participants have a minimum 
of seven to 12 years of progressive experience in higher education administration, 
academic affairs and/or teaching at the post-secondary level. IWU was represented by 
Diane McDaniel (VP of Diversity and Inclusion), Dr. Mark Alexander (Associate VP for 
Regional Education & Talent Development), Dr. Joel Olufowote (Executive Director of 
Intercultural Learning and Engagement), Nancy Schoonmaker, (CFO & VP for Business 
Affairs) and Luigi Peñaranda (Assistant Professor of Latino/Latina Christian Ministry). 

NEWS 
BRIEFS
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

MARCHING BAND COMING  
IN 2021 | 

IWU-Marion is 
pleased to announce 
it will debut 
marching band 
for the first time 
in 2021. The band 
will perform at all 
home football games 
during pregame 
and halftime, 

with additional possible appearances at 
parades, high schools and other venues. 
The IWU Board of Trustees officially 
approved the proposal for a marching band 
during the April 2019 board meeting. It is 
expected that the marching band will be 
comprised of about 75 students the first 
year, with the potential to grow to 100-125 
students within the next two years. The 
IWU marching band will be comprised of 
all standard marching band instruments 
and a color guard. 

FIRST EVER IWU-NATIONAL & 
GLOBAL MISSION TRIP TO  
COSTA RICA | 

IWU-National & Global sent 12 of their 
own to serve in Costa Rica on the first 
ever IWU-National & Global short-term 
mission trip. The group was comprised 
of five students, five staff/faculty and two 
staff/faculty spouses. The team spent 10 
days in one of the poorest neighborhoods 
of San Jose serving primarily Nicaraguan 
women and children refugees. Ministering 
alongside a local organization, Christ 
in the City International, they provided 
community feeding, vacation Bible school, 
sports ministry, devotions with ministry 
leaders, painting/cleaning and daily 

seminars on the subjects of hygiene, self-
care, nutrition, domestic violence, sexual 
abuse, life skills and coping.

IWU STUDENTS INITIATE FIRST 
AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 
STUDENT CHAPTER | IWU-Marion’s 
science students, along with the help 
of assistant professor of chemistry, Dr. 
Stephen Leonard, successfully started 
IWU’s first accredited ACS (American 
Chemistry Society) chapter, receiving an 
ACS grant to further propel the start of 
this new student organization.  Chapter 
president, Ashley Springer, was featured in 
inChemistry: The ACS Student Magazine 
in late August.  The article explored the 
process Springer experienced initiating the 
chapter at IWU.  Springer hopes this club 
will allow IWU science students to share 
knowledge about scientific practices with 
fellow students and be a means of allowing 
the IWU scientific community to connect 
with and learn from other schools.  She 
is joined by students Rebekah Hoffman 
(co-vice president), Megan Ferris (co-vice 
president), Megan Bernth (marketing)  
and Kyle Pessefall (secretary) as fellow 
chapter officers.

THEATRE EDUCATION MAJOR 
ADDED AT IWU-MARION | IWU-
Marion announced the addition of a 
Theatre Education major to its list of 
available academic programs. The major 
will officially launch in Fall 2019, making 
it one of only eight in the state of Indiana. 
IWU’s Theatre Education major seeks 
to prepare teachers for elementary, 
middle school and high school theatre 
and dramatic arts programs. Theatre 
Education majors will complete a total of 
124-126 credit hours, including general 
education courses, teacher education 
courses, theatre courses and elective 
courses and will be housed within both 
the School of Teacher Education and the 
School of Arts and Humanities.

100% EXAM PASS RATE FOR  
FIRST OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY  
GRADS | All 25 graduates of IWU’s 
inaugural class within the Occupational 
Therapy Doctoral program passed their 

national boards and can now declare 
a 100% NBCOT OTR exam pass rate. 
Prior to completing their degree, these 
students covered the globe doing residency 
projects – four were in Sierra Leone, two 
in Ecuador, one in Nepal, one in Haiti, 
two went to Alaska and the remainder of 
the cohort were spread across the lower 
48 states from California to Maine and 
Florida. All 25 are also employed full time. 

PARTNERSHIP FORMED WITH 
LASTING CHANGE | 

IWU-National & 
Global announced 
a partnership 
with Lasting 
Change, Inc., a 

support organization for Indiana with a 
family of brands including Lifeline Youth 
& Family Services, Inc. and Crosswinds, 
Inc. Lasting Change, Inc. provides services 
ranging from family centered home-based 
therapy throughout the state of Indiana to 
a Christian therapeutic boarding school 
for teenagers in the Dominican Republic. 
IWU will provide a 20% tuition discount 
to all employees of Lasting Change and 
its affiliates, and provide office space 
for the organization’s clinics at IWU 
regional centers. Crosswinds will provide 
counseling and coaching services to IWU-
National & Global students and staff with a 
15% discount on counseling services.

SEMINARY SIGNS AGREEMENT 
WITH SWU | Wesley Seminary and 
Southern Wesleyan University (SWU) 
signed an articulation agreement July 13 
during the annual conference for the South 
Carolina District of the Wesleyan Church. 
This agreement allows religion majors to 
move more quickly toward the completion 
of a seminary degree. Students will be able 
to transfer as many as 19 undergraduate 
credit hours toward graduate seminary 
classes at Wesley Seminary. Additionally, 
it allows senior SWU students to take 
graduate credit hours in their final year 
of their undergraduate program. An 
agreement of this type has also been 
formed between Wesley Seminary and 
Kingswood University located in Sussex, 
New Brunswick Canada.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

MILITARY PREFERRED TUITION 
RATES EXPANDED & NEW 
DEGREES OFFERED | IWU-National 
& Global is pleased to expand the military 
preferred tuition rate to include all active 
duty, National Guard, reserves, retirees, 
veterans, spouses, surviving spouses, 
dependents with educational benefits and 
Department of Defense employees. Now 
available only to those who have worn the 
uniform is the first-of-its-kind Associate 
of Science with a major in Public Service 
and Management program. This program 
allows students to transfer credits earned 
during military training providing a 
fast-track to an associate’s degree. IWU-
National & Global has also launched two 
Associate to Master’s programs allowing 
eligible students to bypass the bachelor’s 
degree by completing a short bridge of 
bachelor-level courses prior to moving 
straight into a master’s degree.

SOCIAL WORK MASTERS 
PROGRAM RECEIVES CSWE 
ACCREDITATION | 

The College 
of Adult and 
Professional 
Studies 
(IWU-
National 
& Global) 

is proud to have received accreditation 
through the Council on Social Work 
Education (CSWE) for its Master of 
Social Work program (MSW). Dr. Cindy 
Faulkner, program director for the MSW, 
and colleagues went through a multi-step 
process involving program self-studies, 
site visits and a certificate authenticity 
review in order to meet the standards of 
accreditation determined by CSWE. The 
MSW program has grown exponentially in 
enrollment since its launch in 2016. In less 
than two years, the number of enrolled 
students has doubled in size with above 
average retention rates.

WESLEY SEMINARY HONORS DR. 
JOHN PERKINS | Wesley Seminary 
honored Dr. John and Vera Mae Perkins 
as the first recipients of the Co-Laborer 
in Christ Award during the 10-year 

anniversary celebration Aug. 8. Dr. Perkins 
is co-founder of the Christian Community 
Development Association and has been a 
world leader in the cause of reconciliation. 
He is the author of fifteen books and has 
received honorary doctorates from sixteen 
universities. Vera Mae has been by his 
side as a partner in each endeavor. Going 
forward, the Co-Laborer in Christ Award 
will be given annually in Dr. John & Vera 
Mae Perkins’ honor.

FORMER IWU PRESIDENT 
ELECTED TO HIGHER LEARNING 
COMMISSION BOARD | 

Henry Smith Ph.D., 
previous president 
of IWU and current 
faculty member for 
the College of Adult 
and Professional 
Studies (IWU-
National & Global), 
has recently been 
elected to serve 

on the board of trustees of the Higher 
Learning Commission (HLC). The HLC 
oversees the accreditation of degree-
granting post-secondary colleges and 
universities in 19 mid-western and 
south-central states. Throughout his 
time as IWU’s president (2006-2013), 
Smith was involved with the HLC in 
different capacities such as participating 
in international reviews and serving as 
team chair. Smith’s term as an HLC board 
member begins on Sept. 1, 2019 and ends 
in Aug. 2023.

PARTNERSHIP FORMED WITH 
AFRICA COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY 
IN RWANDA | Wesley Seminary is 
blessed to partner with Africa College 
of Theology through Africa New Life 
Ministries. Africa New Life Ministries 
began following the genocide in order to 
help orphaned children. They provide 
life-giving services to over 10,000 
children, have established elementary 
and secondary schools, churches, and a 
hospital. Africa College of Theology is 
part of this extensive ministry, providing 
certificates and undergraduate degrees in 
ministry-related fields. In light of recent 

government requirements, there is a 
significant need for graduate theological 
education. Dr. Colleen Derr, President of 
Wesley Seminary and Dr. Abson Joseph, 
Dean of Wesley Seminary visited Rwanda 
in July spending time with the leadership 
of the Africa College of Theology. If 
approved by the Rwandan government, 
Wesley Seminary will be the first 
evangelical seminary in the country.

IWU FACULTY MEMBER RECEIVES 
NATIONAL AWARD FOR 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE | 

Dr. Rob Thompson, 
director and 
associate professor 
for the Master of 
Arts in Student 
Development 
Administration 
(IWU-Marion), 
has been selected 
as the 2019 

recipient of the Don L. Boender Award 
for Distinguished Service. This award 
recognizes one individual annually for 
their outstanding contributions to the 
Association for Christians in Student 
Development (ACSD) and the field of 
student development.  The Boender Award 
is designated for professionals with more 
than ten years of experience.  Thompson 
received this award at the annual ACSD 
Conference.  Thompson has over 25 years 
of experience as an administrator in 
student development and has been a full-
time faculty member for over ten years.

T O  D I S C O V E R  M O R E  U N I V E R S I T Y  N E W S ,  
V I S I T  I N D W E S . E D U / N E W S

DISCOVER MORE
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INVESTING IN 
EXCELLENCE

Luther Lee 
Scholarship  

Program  
supports  

25 students 
from various 

underrepresented 
backgrounds.

W R I T T E N  B Y :

P E T E R  T R O U T N E R  ‘ 1 8

hen Ginger White first stepped on campus as a 
freshman she felt challenged by all the new and 
different perspectives of the other students. Growing 
up in Greentown, Indiana, just 20 minutes west of 
IWU’s Marion campus, Ginger found diversity in the 
student population. “Coming to IWU was actually 
the most diverse setting I’ve ever been in, so it was 
really interesting to see how I can be even more 
responsive than I thought I was – in a community 
that’s more diverse.” 

 
Ginger came to campus not only as a double major in Youth 
Ministry and Christian Education but also as part of the  
inaugural cohort of Luther Lee Scholars, a new and innovative 
program created to recognize and honor the academic 
and individual excellence of Indiana high schoolers from 
underrepresented backgrounds and the leadership roles they 
exhibited in their communities. 
 
Michael Moffitt, Special Assistant to the President, recalls 
meeting Ginger for the first time, “She walked in with the biggest 

W
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smile on her face. She seemed like a 
person right off the bat that was confident 
to handle things she didn’t know about.” 
And that’s who the Luther Lee Scholars 
program looks for – people with eyes to 
see and courage to take a stand. 
 
Now four years later, the full-tuition 
scholarship program supports twenty-
five students with a 92% retention rate. 
Recipients are students from various 
underrepresented backgrounds — first-
generation college students, students of 
color, and Pell-eligible students — and 
Ginger and her cohort will be the first 
recipients to graduate come spring. 
 
“It’s going to be really emotional watching 
them walk across,” says Moffitt. “I’m 
excited about their future and what they 
have in their toolbox. They should be well 
equipped to move into that next chapter 

of their life — not having all the answers, 
but having the confidence to just say 
‘okay, we’re leaders and we know we can 
make it because of the program that we 
have been a part of.’”
 
The program, while introducing them to 
topics of diversity, equity, and justice, 
allows them to navigate their own 
experience of life while being confronted 
with those who have experienced it 
differently than they have. What comes 
out is a way of seeing — seeing people as 
individuals with unique personalities and 
life experiences and seeking to honor and 
elevate marginalized voices.
 
Ginger and her cohort of ten rallied 
together after hearing Matthew 
Desmond’s 2016 Luther Lee Lecture on 
campus. He talked about the housing 
crisis and communities impacted by 

G I N G E R  W H I T E  ‘ 2 0

D O U B L E  M A J O R  I N  Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y  &  C H R I S T I A N  E D U C AT I O N
I N A U G U R A L  C O H O R T  O F   L U T H E R  L E E  S C H O L A R S

G I N G E R  W H I T E  ‘ 2 0

“It’s really neat to 

invest in the place 

we’re living for 

four years and not 

just contain these 

conversations to 

this space but to 

get out there in the 

community and to 

get to put it into 

practice.”
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housing discrimination, and the students 
in response worked of their own accord 
to write letters to senators and state 
legislators urging them to be cognizant and 
make changes on these issues.
 
Carolina Forman, Assistant Director of 
Intercultural Learning and Engagement 
who directs the program, recalls, “At that 
point in time, they were all freshmen. 
It’s tempting for people or students to 
feel powerless when they encounter 
things that are unjust or wrong, but 
time and time again—like the time with 
Matthew Desmond—I’ve seen them care 
about things that are happening at home 
for them, or here, or in larger spaces 
culturally. And instead of just collapsing—
just passive withdrawal—they’ve chosen 
to pick up and respond.” 
 
These students have continually 
demonstrated concern for their 
surroundings. As part of the John Wesley 
Honors College, Luther Lee Scholars have 
the opportunity to engage in discussions 
of truth, goodness, and beauty as well as 
justice and reconciliation. In class and 
during semester retreats, these deep topics 
have prompted students to invest their 
ideas in leadership roles around IWU and 
in student organizations they have worked 
together to create.
 
It doesn’t end on the college campus 
though. These students have partnered 
with Circles of Grant County and found 
ways to mentor local middle and high 
schoolers in similar situations to their 
upbringing. “It’s really neat to invest 
in the place we’re living for four years 
in that way and not just contain these 
conversations to this space, but to get out 
there in the community and to put it into 
practice,” Ginger notes.
 
The participants interest and involvement 
in their locale caught the attention of 
First Farmers Bank and Trust in Kokomo. 
Seeing a student like Ginger from their 
local community continuing to invest 
prompted them to give back and made 
them wonder why more companies and 

corporations weren’t helping pave the way 
for students from their own community to 
be invested in through this program. “You 
can invest in the students in your area and 
watch them grow and develop over the 
next four years, knowing that you’re a part 
of that,” Moffitt noted.
 
Ginger’s experience over the past four 
years is one of growth, but also challenge. 
She urges those who consider the program 
to “come with a very open heart and mind 
because it can be a really transformative 
community if you allow it to be.”

“You can invest 

in the students 

in your area 

and watch 

them grow and 

develop over 

the next four 

years, knowing 

that you are a 

part of that.”

M I C H A E L  M O F F I T T
S P E C I A L  A S S I S TA N T  T O  T H E 
P R E S I D E N T

STUDENTS IN INAUGURAL  
LUTHER LEE SCHOLARS COHORT 

STUDENTS ARE ON TRACK  
TO GRADUATE IN 2020

10

10

F I R S T  F A R M E R S  B A N K  A N D  T R U S T  O F  K O K O M O ,  I N D I A N A  P R E S E N T S  A  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  G I F T  T O 
I W U ’ S  L U T H E R  L E E  S C H O L A R S  P R O G R A M .



877.673.0009  . seminary.indwes.edu 
Scholarships available for those in Ministry

Transformational 
Preaching

Doctor of Ministry
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A S S I S TA N T  I N S P E C T O R  G E N E R A L ,  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D E F E N S E

IT’S
NOT
ABOUT
THE
PRESTIGE
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r. Tara Phelps-Jones 
was a 39-year-old 
mother of three and 
full-time Department 
of Defense (DoD) 
employee when she 
decided to earn her 
doctoral degree, her  

dream for nearly a decade.

Tara is an Assistant Inspector General 
with the Surface Deployment and 
Distribution Command for the United 
States Department of Defense. She 
started working for the DoD around 
20 years ago when she applied for a 
government intern program. As an 
Inspector General, she helps DoD 
soldiers, civilians, family members,  
and contractors. 

“I conduct inspections on systems 
and programs, investigate allegations 
of wrongdoing and provide general 
assistance on anything from pay problems 

to proving paternity,” Tara said. “It can be 
overwhelming and emotional depending 
on the issues.” 

But what she loves most about her job  
are the teaching, mentoring, and  
coaching opportunities. 

Nine years before she started her doctoral 
studies at IWU–National & Global, Tara 
applied and was accepted to a doctoral 
program at George Mason University in 
Virginia. She had just turned 30 and had 
her second child. However, after two 
semesters things went “off the rails.” 
Between three doctoral classes and 
multiple personal challenges, including 
caring for her gravely ill mother, Tara 
came to a fork in the road. 

“By the end of the semester, my grades 
were failing, which never happened 
before in my life. I got a letter from the 
school that they were dropping me from 
the program. My mom ended up passing 

Department of Defense employee 

and IWU Ph.D. graduate Dr. 

Tara Phelps-Jones is using her 

experience to encourage others as 

a motivational speaker.

W R I T T E N  B Y :

R A C H E L  A S H L E Y  ‘ 1 1

D
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not long after that,” Tara said. “I felt the 
Lord’s embrace, and He said, ‘I have a 
school for you.’” 

But school went to the back of her mind 
for several years following her studies 
at George Mason. Before moving from 
Virginia to Illinois, Tara met a co-worker 
named Mark Cambrel who earned his 
bachelor’s degree online at IWU and knew 
about Tara’s desire for a doctoral do-over. 
In 2009, he told her about IWU’s doctoral 
program in organizational leadership 
and sent her information. Just one year 
later, Tara was starting her first class as a 
doctoral student at IWU.

“As soon as I walked on campus for that 
first summer residency, I knew this was 
where God purposed me to be.” Like her 
earlier experience in Virginia, the doctoral 
program was demanding, but without life’s 
acute personal demands.

Lifelong learning is important to Tara, 
and she’s made it her personal mission to 
help others love learning as well. At work, 
she teaches emotional intelligence (EQ) 
workshops, but outside of work, she uses 
SWEET (Sisters Who Excel Every Time) 

to mentor young women in the field of 
leadership. Tara founded SWEET while 
she was an IWU student in order to  
help empower women to pursue 
leadership, coach them in leadership 
skills, and create a strong network of 
supportive professionals. 

She loves motivational speaking and 
other opportunities to share wisdom with 
aspiring leaders, and people are starting 
to recognize her skills. She’s currently 
serving as President of the Midwestern 
District Missionary & Christian Women 
Auxiliary, part of the Pentecostal 
Assemblies of the World. Tara also spoke 
this summer on inspiration and motivation 
at the Joint Women’s Leadership 
Symposium in Washington, D.C., and 
visited the current class of Doctor of 
Organizational Leadership students  
at IWU.

“Whether you are a CEO, a secretary for 
your supervisor, or a homemaker, every 
woman has a leader within her. Some 
people look at their title or station in life 
and let that determine if they are a leader 
or not, but it’s important to realize and 
know that every woman is a leader.” 

Tara is exploring the possibility of an 
early retirement from her government 
position so she can take her motivational 
speaking career to the next level. Her 
desire is to expand her ability to teach and 
help empower women, and she says her 
doctorate has been a fundamental step in 
seeing this dream come to fruition.  

“To me, this doctorate degree is not about 
prestige or a title. It’s about a greater 
level of service to my family, community, 
humanity and the Kingdom of God.”

D R .  TA R A  P H E L P S - J O N E S  ‘ 1 6

“TO ME, THIS 

DOCTORATE 

DEGREE IS NOT 

ABOUT PRESTIGE 

OR A TITLE. 

IT’S ABOUT A 

GREATER LEVEL 

OF SERVICE 

TO MY FAMILY, 

COMMUNITY, 

HUMANITY AND 

THE KINGDOM  

OF GOD.”

A $1000 alumni scholarship* is available 
to IWU bachelor’s graduates who choose to 
enroll in a graduate degree program at IWU. 
Graduate programs at IWU are available online 
or at one of the regional education centers in 
Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky.

indwes.edu/alumni/scholarship
668 .498.4968   

  DON’T STOP NOW you may be eligible for a

toward an IWU graduate degree

IWU ALUMNI 

For a list of eligible programs:

*Some limitations apply 23% 
of our alumni return to  

IWU TO FURTHER THEIR EDUCATION
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indwes.edu/alumni/scholarship
668 .498.4968   

  DON’T STOP NOW you may be eligible for a

toward an IWU graduate degree

IWU ALUMNI 

For a list of eligible programs:

*Some limitations apply 23% 
of our alumni return to  

IWU TO FURTHER THEIR EDUCATION



H O M E C O M I N G  D E R B Y  C H A M P S

I W U - M A R I O N  S T U D E N T S  F R O M  S O U T H  H A L L  W E S T  C E L E B R AT E 
A F T E R  W I N N I N G  T H E  H O M E C O M I N G  D E R B Y  R A C E .
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I N D W E S . E D U / V I S I T  |  7 6 5 - 6 7 7 - 6 5 0 7

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17  
GENERAL VISIT DAY 
Spotlight on Life Calling

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31  
Destino IWU Spotlight
 for Spanish-Speaking Families

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
Spotlight on Nursing

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17  
GENERAL VISIT DAY
Spotlight on Music 

Fall 2019

Spring 2020

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
Spotlight on Art + Design

Summer 2020
FRIDAY, MAY 8  
GENERAL VISIT DAY 

MONDAY, JULY 20
SUMMER VISIT DAY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
GENERAL VISIT DAY
Spotlight on Transfer Students

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 
GENERAL VISIT DAY 
Spotlight on Teacher Education

FRIDAY, APRIL 3
GENERAL VISIT DAY
(Fusion Youth Conference follows)

FRIDAY, APRIL 17
GENERAL VISIT DAY

CAMPUS
VISIT

Build your perfect visit day 
by registering online or

calling us today!

PLAN YOUR VISIT SOON AND DISCOVER WHY IWU’S RESIDENTIAL CAMPUS WAS RECENTLY RANKED #7 
IN THE NATION ON EDSMART.ORG’S LIST OF BEST CHRISTIAN COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES.

4 2 0 1  S  W A S H I N G T O N  S T R E E T  |  M A R I O N ,  I N  |  4 6 9 5 3

Look for a complete  

list of upcoming Visit Days at 

I N D W E S . E D U / V I S I T

We look forward to hosting you soon!



reatness (however 
commonly defined) 
seems to fit the IWU 
men’s basketball 
program. Across 
all levels of college 
basketball since 
2013, the Wildcats 
rank first with 

3 national titles and 24 postseason 
victories. They join Gonzaga and 
Villanova as the top three programs in 
total wins.
 
Despite typical measures of success, a 
different kind of greatness resides in the 
hearts of the IWU coaching staff. 
 “We have been on a journey over the 
past 14 seasons of putting God first and 
others second in our program, and we 
have been amazed at where God has 
taken us,” says IWU Head Coach Greg 
Tonagel. “We felt God was pushing us 
to give away some of what we were 
learning about IAm3rd leadership.”

As discipleship momentum slowly built, 
the staff created a podcast —which can 
be found at IWUHoops.net—featuring 
the players and coaches sharing stories 
about the highs and lows of ‘trading the 
pursuit of me for the pursuit of 3.’ With 
nearly 30,000 downloads, the response 
exceeded the coaches’ expectations.
 
“We began to hear from coaches, 
administrators, and leaders from all 
across the country who shared in our 
hunger to seek God first and others 
second,” says Associate Head Coach and 
Associate Athletic Director of Mission 
Initiatives Jeff Clark. “It only grew our 
conviction that we are in a culture that  
is desperate for more men and women  
who will bring Christ into their 
leadership context.”
 
The impact went beyond the world of 
Christian athletics and into programs at 
some of the highest levels of basketball. 
One coach from a secular school on 

W R I T T E N  B Y :
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G

greatness
a different kind of
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the west coast responded. “Through the 
podcast, I learned more about IWU’s 
philosophy and how it was put into 
practice. We implemented IAm3rd to 
our players, most of whom had never 
even considered God as a part of their 
lives. Slowly over the season, we saw our 
players embrace this concept and it had a 
huge impact on every part of our culture 
and in the player’s lives.”
 
The coaches in the IWU Athletic 
Department have long prioritized 
discipleship of student-athletes. A new 
push for the program to multiply their 
influence was from an endowment 
created by Trent Dailey, the President of 
Insurance Management Group (with offices 
near IWU’s main campus). The ‘Greater 
Endowment’ allowed the staff to pray and 
dream about playing a part in ‘re-defining 
greatness’ in leadership. 
 
Tonagel and his staff took their first 
step in using these endowment funds by 
hosting several ‘Greater Retreats’. The 
retreats connected dozens of high school 
and college basketball coaches and other 
leaders countrywide who desired more 
engagements as IAm3rd leaders. 

The momentum has continued to take 
the IAm3rd message into new contexts. 
The staff has been invited to speak and 
lead conferences within the local church. 
The Amplify Conference, hosted by The 
Wesleyan Church, included it in the 
launch of a new initiative of ‘Marketplace 
Multipliers.’ This multi-national and 
multi-lingual group of high capacity laity 
represented spheres of influence within 
business, government and health care who 
shared a passion to make disciples  
of Christ.

Nations of Coaches, the leading national 
ministry for college basketball coaches, 
caught wind of what God was doing at 
IWU and visited. This led to a deepening 
partnership that included an invitation 
to Tonagel and Clark to speak at NOC’s 
premier leadership event. They joined 
leaders such as Tim Tassopoulos 
(President of Chick-fil-A), Rick Barnes 
(University of Tennessee Head Coach), 
and Allen Houston (former NBA All-Star 
and current senior advisor to the General 
Manager of the New York Knicks).
 
“Nations of Coaches seems to be on the 
leading edge of raising up a generation of 

“We began to hear from 
coaches, administrators, and 
leaders from all across the 
country who shared in our 
hunger to seek God first and 
others second.”

J E F F  C L A R K

I W U  M E N ’ S  B A S K E T B A L L  A S S O C I AT E  H E A D  
C O A C H  &  A S S O C I AT E  AT H L E T I C  D I R E C T O R  O F  
M I S S I O N  I N I T I AT I V E S

Image courtesy of Nations of Coaches
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The IAm3rd philosophy is 

embedded into the culture 

of the IWU men’s basketball 

program. It means ‘if you want 

to be first, first find a way to be 

third.’  Based on Matthew 20:16, 

IAm3rd is about choosing to put 

God first, others second and 

myself third.  Embracing this 

mindset on and off the court has 

turned IWU men’s basketball 

into a discipleship program 

where success is measured not 

by wins and losses, but by how 

your teammates grow.

coaches for Christ,” says Tonagel. “The 
opportunity to be a part of a high-level 
event like the Legacy Summit is one of 
many examples of the growing awareness 
of IWUHoops and its influence nationally.”
 

A L L  O F  T H I S  B E G S  T H E  Q U E S T I O N :  
W H AT ’ S  N E X T  F O R  T H AT  G R O W I N G  I N F L U E N C E ? 
 
“We hold firmly to the belief that if 
you want to be first, you first need to 
find a way to be third,” says Tonagel. 
“We continue to dream big and ask 
God for creative ways to bring the 
gospel into our areas of influence. We 
believe he is connecting us with other 
kingdom-minded people who we can 
partner with for deeper impact. What 
God has done over the past 14 years 
is amazing, but we believe he is just 
getting started. He continues to open 
up new avenues for our program to be 
Third, and we are asking him to grow 
our fearlessness to share the gospel 
in fresh ways to a culture that is 
increasingly hungry for Christ.”

 
And don’t be surprised if the program 
continues its winning ways on and off  
the court!

philosophy

i am
third

“We have been on a journey 
over the past 14 seasons of 
putting God first and others 
second in our program, and 
we have been amazed at 
where God has taken us.” 

G R E G  T O N A G E L

I W U  M E N ’ S  B A S K E T B A L L  H E A D  C O A C H

Image courtesy of Nations of Coaches

T O  L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  I A M 3 R D 
P H I L O S O P H Y,  V I S I T  I W U H O O P S . N E T

T O  G E T  T H E  L AT E S T,  F O L L O W  
@ I W U H O O P S  O N  T W I T T E R



G L O R I A  G A I T H E R

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  C H R I S T I A N  S O N G W R I T E R
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Gloria Gaither shares her songwriting talent

feeding

enowned Christian songwriter Gloria 
Gaither knows a thing or two about good 
worship music. In fact, Gloria and her 
husband, Bill—IWU’s 2010 Society of World 
Changers inductees—have written more 
than 700 songs and garnered an inspiring 
number of Grammy and Dove Awards. 

Passionate about pouring back into others who are pursing 
Christian songwriting as a career, Gloria has hosted the annual 
Gaither Songwriting Intensive at the Gaither Studios and Family 
Resource Center (GFR) for the past several years. Upon the 
Gaither’s decision to close the GFR, which was only 18 miles 
from Indiana Wesleyan University’s campus, Gloria turned to 
IWU not only to host the ninth annual Songwriting Intensive on 
June 6-9, 2019, but to assume its continuation. 

This has historically been a rather difficult need to fill for 
students—to bring professionals and their legacy insights and 
knowledge into the structured learning environment.

“We created the Intensive to put people with a passion for songs 
together,” said Gloria. “We wanted a global exposure to all the 
ways you could write a song.”

With over 40 participants from around the world, this year’s 
Songwriting Intensive featured stimulating classes in small-
group settings on the IWU-Marion campus. Attendees had 
the opportunity to collaborate with Gloria as well as other 

R

W R I T T E N  B Y :
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“We created the 
Intensive to put 
people with a passion 
for songs together.”

G L O R I A  W I T H  AT T E N D E E S  O F  T H E  J U N E  2 0 1 9  S O N G W R I T I N G  I N T E N S I V E .



28  Triangle | Fall 2019

distinguished Christian artists, including 
Cindy Morgan, Nichole Nordeman, Michael 
Kelly Blanchard and Buddy Greene. 

“Building relationships with various 
artists in the field of songwriting is a 
hallmark of what this event is,” said Todd 
Syswerda, professor of Music and head of 
the Songwriting major at IWU (himself a 
composer). “We are honored that Gloria 
has entrusted us to continue its legacy.”

In addition to collaborating with IWU for 
the Songwriting Intensive, Gloria played 
a key role in developing the curriculum 
for the University’s Songwriting program. 
Officially added to the IWU course 
catalogue in 2016, the Songwriting major 
allows students to hone their artistic skills 
and develop the tools necessary to create 
songs that influence society at large. 

“Great art has changed culture,” said 
Gloria, “and you can change culture with  
a song.”

When asked to break down her own 
writing process, she explained that it is far 
more than simply putting pen to paper. 

“Songs come out of need,” said Gloria. 
“Sometimes Bill and I are in a moment 
and think, ‘There ought to be a song that 
says….’ or, ‘Where’s the song for that?’”

During those moments, the couple jots 
down the idea in what they call their 
“hook book”—essentially a running list of 
concepts they hope to incorporate into a 
song someday. The process has ultimately 
led to classics such as “The Longer I Serve 

Him,” “Because He Lives” and “Sinner 
Saved by Grace.”

F O R  S O N G W R I T E R S  A S P I R I N G  T O  F O L L O W  I N 
H E R  F O O T S T E P S ,  G L O R I A  I N D I C AT E S  T H E R E  A R E 
T W O  P R E R E Q U I S I T E S  T O  B E I N G  A  S U C C E S S F U L 
S O N G W R I T E R :

1. Good writers must see and feel  
 the stories of those around them.

2. Good writers must be readers.

“Read the things you love, but also 
the things you don’t usually pick up,” 
said Gloria. “Be an omnivorous reader. 
Whether it’s a poem by Robert Frost or a 
novel by John Steinbeck, all of them are 
motivated by story.”

To some, the process may sound 
intimidating. But, according to Gloria, 
once a songwriter adopts those two habits 
and has an understanding of basic literary 
concepts—such as meter, rhyme and 
metaphor—, a song can take form  
rather quickly.

“This is why a songwriting class is 
important,” said Gloria. “I have the tools in 
my pocket already. A lifetime of tools.” 

Through programs such as IWU’s 
Songwriting major, students are 
developing their very own tool kits. 
Gloria’s vision is that students will use 
their tools to write worship songs, but—
more specifically—write worship songs 
that will shape culture. 

“Art is an incredibly powerful tool,” said 
Gloria. “I believe that artists are created  
by God to ask ‘why?’ And if we silence 
them in our culture, we will be a bunch  
of robots.” 

This is also why Gloria stands behind 
Christian higher education opportunities 
for students.

“Christian higher education—any good 
education—is about how to do life,” said 
Gloria. “We need to keep training people to 
be yeast, salt and light to this world.”

Gloria, alongside Bill, has certainly led by 
example throughout her career. Despite 

the couple’s success, Gloria knows they are 
simply vessels to be used by God to bring 
hearts to Him. 

“To think that you are adequate to meet 
the spiritual hunger of people is insane—
and impossible,” said Gloria. “My continual 
prayer has been ‘Here are my three slices 
of bread and a fish or two. You need to feed 
the hungry hearts, Lord.’”  

Gloria wrote this song following 

lunch with a friend and fellow 

pastor’s kid. Her friend described 

having a grandson for a visit. 

She took him to the church her 

father had pastored when she was 

young. While there, she explained 

to her unchurched grandson the 

significance of each place in the 

church. Gloria was gripped by this 

scene and set out to celebrate the 

historical and present importance 

of the church. 

the
“THIS IS THE PLACE”

Released 2019
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WU’s Centennial 
Celebration is kicking 
off in June of 2020.  
Events and activities 
will focus on the 
past century, the 
present, and the next 
100 years.  Dr. David 
Wright, President 

of Indiana Wesleyan University, shares 
some thoughts in a Q and A session on the 
Centennial and the theme of “Keeping  
the Promise.”

WHAT IS YOUR HOPE FOR THE 
CENTENNIAL DURING THE SIX-
MONTH LONG CELEBRATION?

When IWU began on a little 
triangle of land in south Marion 
one hundred years ago, its founders 

had great aspirations.  Today IWU serves 
approximately 14,000 students in over 
30 countries. They study more than 80 
academic majors through many innovative 
course delivery modalities.  Local and 
national agencies have ranked highly our 
faculty and various schools—and IWU 
graduates are often recognized as top 
in their fields.  Our 80,000 alumni hold 
positions of influence in professional, 
ministry, and government agencies across 
the world.  I wonder if our founders in 
1920 could have truly foreseen the great 
global ministry to which their vision  
gave birth.    

I

From a Little “Triangle” of Land in South 
Marion to Seventeen Campuses
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during Homecoming 2020, so we are 
planning what I’m calling our IWU 
Promise Tour.  We plan to host events 
at several cities where we will be 
able to gather those connected to our 
story. Accenting these will be special 
functions, in person or by Zoom, 
for our global audiences.  We want 
students, alumni and friends of the 
university to join us in as many of 
these events as possible.

YOU MENTION THE PROMISE  
TOUR, WHAT ACTUALLY IS THE  
IWU PROMISE?

The oldest part of Indiana 
Wesleyan University is the 
School of Theology and 

Ministry on the Marion campus.  It 
began in 1906 as Fairmount Bible 
College, which became the religion 
division of Marion College when 
our institution started in Marion in 
1920.  The founders of our University 
aimed, sacrificially, to prepare men 
and women for church ministry and 
missionary professions both in the 
United States and abroad.  

I have been thinking about the 
promises we will make during this 
Centennial year to those who came 
before us, and to our successors.  To 
those who came before we promise 
faithfully to steward the legacy they 
left us.  To those who follow, with 
God’s help we promise to perpetuate 
a passionately Christ-centered 
community grounded in God’s Word, 
a university with a global scope of 
ministry, and an academic community 
even more deeply committed to 
academic excellence and innovation.  
These are the promises I invite IWU 
alumni and friends to celebrate during 
our Centennial year.
  

WHAT WAS YOUR STORY AS A 
STUDENT AT IWU?

I was a missionary kid whose 
parents moved to Marion when I 

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

I hope that our Centennial Celebration 
will be a time of thankfulness for our 
past, of renewed vision for our future, 
and deepening trust in God’s purposes 
for IWU.

Our celebration will begin with a 
special “100-Year Birthday Party.”  
Where better to do this than at the 
Quadrennial General Conference of 
the Wesleyan Church in St. Louis next 
summer?  Hundreds of the pastors 
and lay delegates who attend General 
Conference every four years are IWU 
alumni; we are inviting them as well 
as all of our friends from across the 
whole denomination to celebrate this 
tremendous milestone with us.

The centerpiece of our Centennial 
Celebration will be Homecoming 
2020.  We hope that hundreds of 
our alumni and friends will gather to 
celebrate together and focus on what 
came before and what is coming in  
the future.  

Thousands of our current adult 
students and alumni located 
throughout the world may not be able 
to attend our on-campus celebrations 



was ready for high school.  I’m the first 
president of IWU to have graduated 
from Marion High School.  I really 
never considered any other place for 
college.  What God did for me here at 
IWU has made all the difference in  
my life.

When I came to college I thought I 
wanted to be a missionary pilot.  I 
came to complete the Bible coursework 
required to enter one of the missionary 
aviation programs.  But, as I got 
involved in those Bible courses, I 
was captivated.  The faculty deeply 
influenced my thinking and sense of 
calling.  Dr. David Thompson’s Bible 
classes especially changed me.  One 
Biblical history course left an indelible 
impression on me. Observing him 
working through a challenging history 
text was the most intellectually 
challenging thing I had encountered.  
In that course I developed a deep 
desire to understand better the Bible.  
Not just the words but the world in 
which those words were set, and 
their meaning in ours.  People like Dr. 
Thompson have always defined this 
place—including a host of committed 
faculty who are here today.

What does IWU mean to me?  Well, 
I found my calling here.  I discovered 
my passion for learning here.  My 
intellectual and spiritual formation 
took shape here.  Like so many others 
over the years, Helen and I found  
each other here.  Helen prepared for  
her life’s work here.  Our story is  
repeated countless times throughout  
IWU’s history.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE 
NEXT CENTURY WILL HOLD FOR 
CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 
AND FOR IWU?

We sometimes think of this as 
a challenging time for Christian 
higher education.  But as I 

reflect on the past century I realize 

there have always been challenges.  I 
am convinced that God is not done 
using IWU to prepare women and 
men to make the world a better place.  
The world needs a passionately 
Christ-centered, outward looking, 
academically excellent university 
more than ever.  The church needs a 
university community that tackles our 
world’s most formidable challenges 
with twin commitments to God’s 
revealed truth and to the discoveries 
that the academic enterprise makes 
possible.  We can’t foresee what the 
University will look like 100 years from 
now, but if we remain faithful to this 
identity and mission—that is, if we 
remain Christ-centered and committed 
to discovering the truth and teaching it 
well—IWU will have a bright future.

I, for one, am eager to see how that 
future unfolds.

A:

Q:
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Called to 
Ministry 
After a 
Family 
Tragedy DHAKA

J O S H E  B O S E  ‘ 1 9

N AT I O N A L  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  O F  
B A N G L A D E S H  F O R  T H E  W E S L E Y A N  C H U R C H



DHAKA

50
Over

CHURCHES
established with the 

help of Joshe Bose.

Christian

Other

Muslim

<1%

90%

19
million

people in Bangladesh’s 

capital city, Dhaka

25%
of the population lives 

below the poverty line.

hen over 200 Wesleyans  
gathered in Barbados this May for 
the fourth International Conference  
of The Wesleyan Church,  
Wesley Seminary alumnus  
Joshe Bose came prepared to  
share his testimony. 

Joshe (pronounced JOE-shee) is National 
Superintendent of Bangladesh for The Wesleyan 
Church. During Dr. Wayne Schmidt’s closing message, 
he introduced Joshe as a man with an incredible story 
about his call to ministry. 

Joshe’s father was a pastor who encountered many 
challenges. Joshe decided if he ever became educated, 
he would choose a different path—he would not 
become a pastor. He did just that, earning his degree in 
business administration and later, after relocating to 
Norway, earning a master’s in environmental studies. 
He also secured a respectable job in development while 
in Oslo. Life was wonderful, he said. 

But a tragic accident would soon call him back home. 

In April 2010, he received a call that his brother, sister-
in-law, nephew, and mother were in a serious traffic 
accident in Bangladesh. His brother and sister-in-law 
did not survive, leaving his mother seriously injured 
and nephew orphaned. It was time to return to help his 
family heal and rebuild.

W R I T T E N  B Y :

R A C H E L  A S H L E Y,  ‘ 1 1

W

Wesley Seminary graduate Joshe Bose felt called 
to assume his brother’s ministry in Bangladesh 
after a serious accident left his family shattered.
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When Joshe arrived, he realized the 
impact of his brother’s death had rippled 
out into the churches that his brother 
had been serving. Joshe and his wife 
adopted their nephew, but the churches 
his brother established were orphaned 
as well. Joshe asked his wife what she 
thought he could do. 

“She said, ‘Dear, if it is God’s will, we can 
give up our life for the Lord’s service.’ 
And I thought, in a Muslim country, I 
don’t know to whom I can go, what can I 
do? I only did one thing: every Friday, I 
never gave up my fasting prayer,” he said. 

Years went by, and his fasting prayer time 
grew into a group of people who were 
sent out to lead other prayer groups. Now 
he says they have over 50 churches in 
a primarily Muslim country. The most 
challenging part of leading the church in 
Bangladesh is raising funds and carrying 
the gospel into areas of the country where 
the culture and beliefs present a greater 
challenge. As of 2010, Pew Research 
Center reported that over 90 percent of 
the population in Bangladesh is Muslim, 
with less than 1 percent Christian.  
Although most of the work he does now 
is administrative, Joshe considers it to be 
critical to transforming lives.

Bangladesh is situated between India and 
Burma in southern Asia. In Bangladesh’s 
capital city, Dhaka, you’ll find over 19 
million people. Tourists and travelers 
marvel at the amount of traffic—both 
pedestrian and vehicle. Business Insider 
calls it the most crowded city in the world 
and the most densely populated city in 
the country.  Nearly a quarter of the 
population lives below the poverty line, 
although that number has significantly 
decreased in recent decades as the 
country has made strides toward a 
healthier economy.  

Upon realizing his ministry call, Joshe 
was well aware of his need for religious 
education. Though successful in his 
business ventures in the secular space, 
God was shifting him to the sacred. 
A seminary education would be an 
entirely different kind of learning in a 
language that wasn’t his native tongue. 
But professors met him with generosity 
at every turn, encouraging him, helping 
him understand assignments, and even 
sending him crucial textbooks—books 
unavailable in Bangladesh. 

“It was a joy and privilege to have Joshe 
as part of Wesley,” said Rev. Dr. Colleen 
Derr, president of Wesley Seminary. 

“Joshe expanded our perspective on the 
needs of the global church. Throughout 
his journey he overcame numerous 
obstacles to persevere to completion 
because of his value in theological 
training and his desire to serve the  
church well.”

Through Wesley Seminary, Joshe was 
able to develop a strong support system 
of partners for his ministry, especially 
within the Crossroads District of The 
Wesleyan Church. Dr. Rich Schenck 
and his wife, Rev. Carol Schenck, have 
been non-residential missionaries to 
Bangladesh since October 2012. They 
have mentored and coached Joshe 
through his education and helped him 
continue to develop partners for the last 
seven years.

“I know that everything I’m doing, I do 
for God,” said Joshe. “I can face any 
challenges in Bangladesh because I know 
this is God’s ministry and he is leading 
me. I am very blessed.”

“I know that everything I 
am doing, I do for God. I 
can face any challenges 
in Bangladesh because 

I know this is God’s 
ministry and he is leading 

me. I am very blessed.”
J O S H E  B O S E  ‘ 1 9
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undreds of alumni, 
friends and students 
partook in the 
Homecoming 2019 
celebration at 
Indiana Wesleyan 
University’s 
Marion campus on 
Friday, Oct. 11 and 

Saturday, Oct. 12. 

Kicking-off the festivities for the 
weekend, IWU recognized Pastor 
Kevin Myers as the 2019 Alumni World 
Changer in chapel. Myers graduated 
from IWU in 1982 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Christian Ministries. 
Myers and his wife, Marcia, sold 
everything in 1987 and left Michigan 
to plant a church, 12Stone Church, in 
Lawrenceville, Georgia. 12Stone Church 
has experienced exponential growth 
under his leadership over the last 20 
years. Now, with eight campuses in the 
Atlanta area, 12Stone serves 18,000 
weekly worshipers.

H

F R I D A Y  &  S A T U R D A Y  |  O C T .  1 1 - 1 2

W R I T T E N  B Y :

R A C H E L  D A L L A N D
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Later that evening, students gathered in 
the Recreation & Wellness Center for 
Fallapalooza, a fall celebration hosted  
by IWU’s Student Activities Council. 
Students danced, played games and 
enjoyed a photobooth.

Saturday’s festivities included an alumni 
art show, alumni softball game, science 
exploration and kid zone, street fair, 
classic car cruise-in, and tailgating to kick-
off the second annual homecoming football 
game. IWU football celebrated a victory 
over Lawrence Tech 45-10.

Several Wildcats saw a homecoming 
victory over the weekend as women’s 
soccer, volleyball, men’s soccer, golf,  
and track and cross country teams 
celebrated wins.

The Homecoming celebration came to a 
worshipful close as Aaron Shust, Dove 
Awards Songwriter of the Year winner, 
performed a concert for students, alumni 
and friends.

2 0 1 9  A L U M N I  W O R L D  C H A N G E R ,  K E V I N  M Y E R S

D I S T I N G U I S E D  A L U M N I  A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S
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45-10
FOOTBALL VICTORY

SATURDAY
FESTIVITIES

DISTINGUISHED 
ALUMNI AWARD 

RECIPIENTS

Alumni Art Show
Alumni Softball Game 
Science Exploration

Kid Zone
Street Fair

Classic Car Cruise-in 
Tailgating

Football Game

Mrs. Heidi Furr  
2019 School of Nursing 

Alumni Award

Mr. Zachary Arington 
2019 Young  

Alumni Award

Mr. Scott Druhot  
2019 National & Global 

Alumni Award

Mr. Jeffrey Wallace  
2019 Wesley Seminary 

Alumni Award

5 0 T H  L U N C H E O N  R E U N I O N  AT T E N D E E S

A A R O N  S H U S T  P E R F O R M S  AT  H O M E C O M I N G   C O N C E R T

T O  W AT C H  V I D E O S  O F  T H E 
A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S ,  V I S I T 
I W U  A L U M N I  O N  F A C E B O O K .



38  Triangle | Fall 2019

BOOK REVIEW

Pierre Bayard’s delightful book How 
to Talk about Books You Haven’t 
Read (2007) begins with one General 
Stumm in his country’s imperial 
library. He had planned to read all 
of its books in order to impress a 
woman—then he entered. He was 

starting centuries behind and helplessly losing ground. 
The old librarian becomes his hero by revealing his 
secret of coping with this knowledge avalanche. That 
is, by knowing just enough about key books in each 
subject area. I write elsewhere, “His love of books—
of all books—incites him to remain prudently on the 
periphery, for fear that too pronounced an interest in 
one of them might cause him to neglect the others” (The 
Cresset, 2009).  

Yeah, problematic, but stay with me. Bayard also 
notes that our “inner library,” that of the books we 
have read thoroughly and with which we feel the most 
confident, are the ones “around which every personality 
is constructed, and which then shapes each person’s 
individual relationship to books and to other people” 
(Bayard, 2007, p. 73). 

Bayard’s book becomes comical for those who recognize 
his ruse. He uses a coding system whenever mentioning 
a book, allegedly being transparent if he actually read 
it thoroughly, skimmed it, only read a review, etc. As 
a literature professor, he obviously needed deeper 
familiarity with his sources to earn his degree, let 
alone teach. But you get the point—to the writing of 
books there is no end. To their reading, there is only a 
statistically insignificant beginning. Fret not, we can 
know where the key books fit on the shelves, and from 
these the questions to ask of others. Reviews from 
brilliant voices like John Wilson help us to do so. 

How to Talk  
About Books You  
Haven’t Read

Former editor of Books & Culture  
(1995-2016) and Education &  
Culture (2017). 

Currently he is contributing editor for The 
Englewood Review of Books. In addition, his 
essays and reviews appear in Christianity 
Today, First Things, Commonweal, The 
Christian Century and other publications. He 
and his wife, Wendy, live in Wheaton, Illinois, 
where they are members of Faith Evangelical 
Covenant Church.

JOHN WILSON

J E R R Y  P AT T E N G A L E  ‘ 7 9

M U S E U M  O F  T H E  B I B L E :  
F O U N D I N G  S C H O L A R  &  E X E C U T I V E 
D I R E C T O R  O F  E D U C AT I O N  ( 2 0 0 0 - 2 0 1 8 )

I N D I A N A  W E S L E Y A N  U N I V E R S I T Y :  
F I R S T  “ U N I V E R S I T Y  P R O F E S S O R ”

P
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MIDWESTERN 
STRANGE

THE LONG WEEPING THREE LAWS LETHAL

B. J. Hollars
Univ. of Nebraska Press

In his prologue, B. J. Hollars quotes Ken 
Kesey: “The answer is never the answer. 
What’s really interesting is the mystery.” 
Baloney, I say. Why then am I heartily 
recommending this book? Because it’s 
a delightful counter to so many half-
baked generalizations about our “secular 
society,” a book that’s almost sinfully 
enjoyable. “Researcher, be warned,” 
Hollars advises: “when it comes to the 
strange, the work never reaches its end.” 
With nine tight episodes reminiscent of 
The X-Files, ranging from “The Beast 
of Bray Road” to “The Kensington 
Runestone,” Hollars proves that he’s 
one of those rare writers who know just 
when to stop.

Jessie van Eerden  
Orison Books, 2017

How to classify it? “Essays,” as the 
subtitle proclaims? Maybe, considering 
the elasticity of that form. “Memoir”? 
Certainly memoirish, though with the 
focus often on someone other than 
the author. “I sit down to pray then sit 
down to write. Two tasks sometimes 
without much boundary. The cheeky 
invader of my morning prayers stays 
with me at my desk, blows smoke in 
my face. She is a pesky vision.” She is 
Josephine, “wearing a ratty black slip,” 
heavy eyeliner, and combat boots to go 
with her “pack of Pall Malls.” Give this 
book a try, and you’ll see why I keep 
coming back to it.

David Walton  
Pyr Books

“But I don’t like science-fiction!” That’s 
fine. It’s a free country (freeish, at 
least), and no one is trying to twist 
your arm. But consider all those 
articles you’ve been skimming the last 
few years, on the implacable rise of 
Artificial Intelligence; then recall in 
particular the cumulative impression 
of many breathless forecasts heralding 
the advent of driverless cars. Now 
suppose a veteran writer, an engineer 
at Lockheed Martin in his day-job, 
were to take all this as a starting 
point, reckoning also with the way his 
sci-fi ancestors dealt with AI and its 
implications, its promises and threats...

HUNTING MONSTERS, 
MARTIANS, AND THE WEIRD 
IN FLYOVER COUNTRY

PORTRAIT ESSAYS
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ATHLETICS HIGHLIGHTS

MANGAS HONORED
Indiana Wesleyan University men’s basketball sophomore Kyle 
Mangas was voted the 2018-19 Crossroads League (CL) Male 
Student-Athlete of the Year. He is the second Wildcat to receive 
the award. Mangas led the Wildcats to Crossroads League regular 
season and tournament championships in 2019 and a berth to 
the NAIA Elite Eight. He finished the season with 23.6 points, 
5.0 rebounds, and 3.8 assists while shooting 56-percent from the 
field and 42-percent from 3-point range. He scored 801 points this 
season, which is second only to his record of 818 points from  
last season. 

For the second consecutive season, Mangas was named NAIA All-
American First Team, Crossroads League Player of the Year, NAIA 
All-Tournament Team, and All-Crossroads League First Team. He 
is the first Wildcat to be named CL Player of the Year on multiple 
occasions and just the fifth in league history, dating back to 1990. 

CROSSROADS LEAGUE ALL-SPORT TROPHY
Indiana Wesleyan University won the 2018-
19 Crossroads League All-Sports Trophy for 
the 18th time in the past 20 years. It marks 
the 23rd All-Sports Trophy for Indiana 
Wesleyan all-time.

The All-Sports Trophy measures the 
comprehensive competitiveness of 
Crossroads League schools. Points are 
awarded for each team’s finish in the regular-

season standings or the team’s finish at the league championship. 
Indiana Wesleyan secured 139.5 points to outdistance runner-up 
Marian (Ind.) with 133 points. Taylor (Ind.) scored 130 points, 
Spring Arbor (Mich.) had 96 points, and Huntington (Ind.) finished 
with 82 points to round out the top-five.

DEMICHAEL NAMED AD OF THE YEAR
Mark DeMichael has been named the 2019 
Crossroads League AD of the Year. The 
Indiana Wesleyan University’s Director  
of Athletics receives the honor for the  
fourth time in his career (2012, 2015,  
2016 and 2019).
 
The Indiana Wesleyan athletic department 
has continued to blossom under the 
leadership of DeMichael in 2019. On the field, 

Indiana Wesleyan won the Crossroads League All-Sports Trophy 
and placed fifth in the Learfield NAIA Directors’ Cup. Twelve teams 
qualified for NAIA National Championships with five teams placing 
in the top-10, led by a runner-up finish for men’s cross country. 
DeMichael also saw the first-year football program earn a 7-3 
record during the inaugural season.

WILDCAT
PRIDE

K Y L E  M A N G A S  ‘ 2 1
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ATHLETICS HIGHLIGHTS

COLESCOTT AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP FOR 30TH YEAR
Indiana Wesleyan Athletics celebrated 30 years of the Jack & Marge Colescott athletic 
scholarship in 2019. The winners were student-athletes Emma Travis and Owen 
Perkins. Emma Travis ‘21 races the Sprint Freestyle for the women’s swim team. Owen 
Perkins ‘21 is a defensive lineman for the football team.

The Jack and Marge Colescott Athletic Scholarship Golf Scramble annually awards 
two $2,500 scholarships to one male and one female Indiana Wesleyan student-athlete 
from Grant County, Indiana. 

MAXWELL SIGNS PRO CONTRACT
Following his graduation from Indiana Wesleyan, Evan Maxwell signed a professional 
contract with BK Spišská Nová Ves (Nova Ves). Nova Ves is a member of the Slovak 
Basketball League. Spišská Nová Ves is located four hours from Bratislava, the capital 
of Slovakia.

Maxwell  becomes the fifth Wildcat to enter the professional ranks. The two-time NAIA 
All-American scored over 1200 points and had over 450 rebounds while shooting 46% 
from behind the arc during his two-year stint.

NAIA DIRECTORS’ CUP
Indiana Wesleyan University captured fifth place in the 2018-19 Learfield IMG College 
Directors’ Cup standings. It marks the third time in four years that the Wildcats 
finished fifth place, which is the highest finish in program history. Points are awarded 
based on each institution’s finish at NAIA National Championships. Indiana Wesleyan 
finished with 679 points and scored in the maximum 13 sports allowed.

E M M A  T R A V I S  &  O W E N  P E R K I N S 
J A C K  &  M A R G E  C O L E S C O T T  AT H L E T I C  

S C H O L A R S H I P  R E C I P I E N T S
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Finding 
Service 
on the 
Sidelines

ATHLETIC PROFILE

W R I T T E N  B Y :

S T E V E N  G I D L E Y  ‘ 1 3

J E N N I F E R  R O W L E S  ‘ 2 1

W I T H  L I N D S A Y  R E E P 
H E A D  C H E E R  C O A C H

WU junior Jennifer Rowles has been cheerleading for 
as long as she can remember. Getting her start with 
Upward Cheer at age seven, she has participated in 
competitive cheer ever since.

But life has a knack for changing things unexpectedly. 

After suffering her fourth concussion in two seasons 
at last year’s collegiate regional championship, 
Rowles had to give up cheerleading for the sake of her 

health.  A gut-wrenching decision.

Cheerleading had dominated her life for 13 years.  She had succeeded in 
reaching the collegiate level and was cheering for amazing IWU teams.  
But, it was gone in an instant. Or, so she thought.

“It was really hard for me to come to that conclusion, ‘Wow, this actually 
might be it,’” Rowles said. “It’s a lot harder when it’s not your choice...so 
that was a big talk I had with God on multiple occasions. ‘Why is this it? 
or Why is it me? I feel like I’ve done everything I could for me to not be 
this person.’”
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But in her time of need, Head Cheer 
Coach Lindsay Reep was there, providing 
encouragement and guidance. Reep 
saw Rowles’ worth beyond just being a 
competitive cheerleader, and with that in 
mind, she offered her a role as assistant 
coach for the upcoming season.  Rowles 
gladly accepted.  

“Jen is a very skilled athlete,” says Coach 
Reep. “She excelled on the mat and was 
one of our best flyers. When she was 
unable to continue cheering this year, we 
were sad to lose her skill sets, however, 
it was an easy decision to move her into 
an assistant coaching role.  She came in 
as a leader. Her attitude and discipline 
set her apart her freshman year. Those 
same qualities are still being utilized in a 
different role.” 

While she misses competitive cheer, 
Rowles knows that the Lord has put her in 
this position for a reason—not only to help 
the IWU cheerleading program continue 
to be successful, but to also serve Him and 
His kingdom.

“It was a huge, humbling experience,” 
Rowles said. “God puts us in different 

situations where we don’t understand, 
but we have to trust that He is sovereign, 
and He is good, and that all things work 
together for His good.”

Though she has only been at the University 
for a short time, Rowles credits IWU for 
giving her the strength to be able to begin 
this new stage of her life. She is looking 
forward to continued growth, and is ready 
to serve the IWU cheerleading team in any 
capacity that is required. 

“We talk a lot about Philippians and our 
athletic verse, ‘Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility, 
count others more significant than 
yourselves,’ Rowles said. “I think this is 
a cool opportunity to count others more 
significant than myself because I’m  
trying to help them in a different role.  
It’s helping me grow differently as a 
person. IWU athletics is all about [being] 
one through Christ, and I think we just 
support each other through that. That’s 
been really encouraging.”

T O  H E A R  H O W  G O D  I S  M O V I N G  A N D  U S I N G  S P O R T S 
A S  A  P L AT F O R M  F O R  H I S  K I N G D O M  P L E A S E  V I S I T 
I W U W I L D C AT S . C O M / M I S S I O N I N A C T I O N

“God puts us in 
different situations 
where we don’t 
understand, but we 
have to trust that He 
is sovereign, and He 
is good, and that all 
things work together 
for His good.”

J E N N I F E R  R O W L E S
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IWU-MARION ALUMNI

ach Arington is  
taking his Wildcat  
basketball experience 
to the world.

Zach Arington’s father 
was there when a 
referee made a couple 
of questionable calls 

against him as a 15-year-old athlete. They 
were on a sports mission trip to China, 
playing basketball. Zach’s father walked 
over to his frustrated son and told him 
to play and act in a way that represents 
Jesus. “You may be the only Jesus these 
people ever see.” 

“That was a very strong moment for 
me,” said Zach, now around 7’ tall. His 
dad has always had a strong influence 
on his life. As a child, his family visited 
missionary relatives living in Honduras. 
He remembers the strange animals there—
iguanas and armadillos—and watching 
his dad lead a sports camp, things a child 
would never forget.

Now, Zach works for the foundation 
within his family’s company, Prasco 
Laboratories. He travels regularly, as the 
foundation “donates” Zach’s time and 
skills for sports ministry. He often leads 
teams with Sports Reach, a non-profit 
organization that provides opportunities 
for athletes, coaches, and fans to reach 
the world through sports. He serves as an 
associate director.

Since college, he’s led athletes in overseas 
trips where they compete against 
international athletes and lead sports 
camps for kids. They also minister in U.S. 
prisons, where they play against inmate 
teams. Athletes also connect personally 
with inmates, share their testimony or the 
gospel, and help them find a chaplain if 
they’re interested in learning more. 

Zach played basketball at IWU for four 
years on a national championship team, 
though his best memories aren’t about 
trophies. He said those years were 
formative and contained crucial lessons 
about serving people that he would carry 
into his post-commencement life. 

“I feel that God has asked us to reach 
the world locally, nationally, and 
internationally,” Zach said. “I just try as 
much as I can to live out and share my 
faith with as many people as I can.”

Zach and his wife, Kate (Denlinger, ’12), 
live in Cincinnati, Ohio, with their son, 
Clark. They are expecting another boy 
soon. Zach says Kate has been his anchor 
and support since they were married  
right after graduation, and he’s looking 
forward to continuing their life and 
ministry together. 

ALUMNI PROFILE
Zach Arington ‘13
DEGREE: BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN SPORTS MINISTRY, MINOR IN INTERCULTURAL STUDIES 

CURRENT LOCATION: CINCINNATI,  OHIO

W R I T T E N  B Y :

R A C H E L  A S H L E Y  ‘ 1 1

Z

T O  L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  M I N I S T R Y  O F 
S P O R T S  R E A C H ,  V I S I T  S P O R T S R E A C H . O R G

“I just try as 
much as I can 
to live out and 
share my faith 
with as many 

people as I can.”

Z A C H  A R I N G T O N
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IWU-NATIONAL & GLOBAL ALUMNI

ieutenant James 
Doll stands out 
for more than his 
starched uniform—his 
articulate speech also 
prompts salutes. He 
has dedicated more 
than 20 years of his 
life to law enforcement 

and public service. It’s a path he’s known 
and embraced since high school, and he 
seems more than fulfilled in his career. 
And, he credits his education with 
enhancing his representation of the law.

James is a U.S. Army veteran currently 
serving as Lieutenant Investigative 
Services Division Supervisor with 
the Richmond Police Department in 
Richmond, Indiana. He’s worked his 
way up in the department, starting as a 
patrol officer in 2002 and serving on the 
SWAT team for over a decade. Now, he’s 
supervising several detectives, assigning 
cases and equipping them with the 
resources they need to do their jobs. 

He’s an articulate professional, something 
you can’t help but notice in conversation 
with him. He says communication skills 
give officers the opportunity to set the 
tone of an exchange, can de-escalate sticky 
situations, and enable them to do their jobs 
more efficiently. 

Helping people is the best part about the 
job, he says, but James acknowledges the 

taxing nature of law enforcement. He adds 
that homicide and child abuse cases, in 
particular, always take an emotional toll, 
but engagement with the community can 
help both officers and citizens.

“People should participate in community-
oriented police activities if they can. That 
way, instead of being that car on the street, 
they can say, ‘I know that face.’” 

James is a classic example of the 
transformative power of education. After 
earning his bachelor’s degree, he was 
promoted to sergeant. Two months after 
graduating with his master’s, he was 
promoted to lieutenant. And the years 
of hard work he put in for his education 
prepared him for the exams, writing 
assignments, and oral interviews he would 
successfully navigate later for the city’s 
promotional process. 

“I truly believe that Indiana Wesleyan 
University has given me the tools 
necessary to enhance my professional 
development and to protect and serve my 
community better.” 

ALUMNI PROFILE

W R I T T E N  B Y :

R A C H E L  A S H L E Y  ‘ 1 1

Lt. James Doll
DEGREE: MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION – CRIMINAL JUSTICE, ‘18

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE, ‘16

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE, ‘14

CURRENT LOCATION: RICHMOND, IN

L

Lt. Doll is raising two children 

in Richmond, Indiana, with his 

wife, Heather, whose sacrifice 

and support made his success 

at IWU possible. He loves 

fishing, running, volunteering 

to help with his kids’ activities 

and being around for all of their 

big moments. He is grateful 

to patient professors and his 

mentor, Sheriff Randy Retter, 

who insisted that education 

always pays off.

“I truly believe that 
Indiana Wesleyan 

University has given me 
the tools necessary to 

enhance my professional 
development and to 

protect and serve my 
community better.” 

LT.  J A M E S  D O L L
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WESLEY SEMINARY ALUMNI

ohanna Rugh has had 
a natural inclination 
toward ministry since 
she was young. At  
just 12 years old in her 
father’s first church 
plant in Costa Rica, she 
noticed the church’s 
nursery needed 

teaching material. The nursery volunteers 
didn’t have the capacity to prepare a 
weekly lesson, partially due to limited 
resources and being located in a low-
education neighborhood. Young Johanna 
took charge and created a curriculum. 

That’s when she recognized her gift for 
seeing and meeting needs, particularly 
in the church. Her educational journey 
started in psychology, but before long she 
realized her bent toward ministry and 
started her Master of Divinity at Wesley 
Seminary one year after her ordination. 

As a bilingual student, she was  
worried about navigating the language 
barrier throughout the program. Her 
seminary degree would be the first 
academic program she completed in 
English in order to challenge herself 
academically and prepare for bilingual 
ministry opportunities. 

Johanna turned to prayer before she 
started assignments and often stopped 
to pray while writing. “In my first and 
second class, I felt incompetent because 

the language barrier was an issue. But God 
gave me strength. I depended on God to 
clear my mind so I could understand the 
assignment,” she said. 

Johanna is currently serving as Director 
of Spanish Ministry Education and Clergy 
Care for The Wesleyan Church where she 
helps Hispanic ministerial students take 
steps toward ordination. She’s also the 
director for the Thrive Financial Initiative 
(TFI), a program within The Wesleyan 
Church that helps pastors overcome 
financial challenges through financial 
education and a matching grant with 
their church. Earlier this year, The Lilly 
Endowment Inc. granted the program its 
second million-dollar grant.

 “Seminary education has opened my eyes 
into a new realm of ministry and teaching. 
My mind was enriched, and it expanded 
my capacity to reach and teach,”  
Johanna said.

ALUMNI PROFILE

W R I T T E N  B Y :

R A C H E L  A S H L E Y  ‘ 1 1

Johanna Rugh ‘15
DEGREE: MASTER OF DIVINITY 

CURRENT LOCATION: AZUSA, CALIFORNIA

J

Johanna Rugh graduated 

from Wesley Seminary with 

her Master of Divinity in 

2015 and is considering 

earning her doctorate. 

She is currently working 

full-time for The Wesleyan 

Church and serving on the 

Wesley Seminary board. 

Johanna and her husband 

live in Azusa, California with 

their two children.

 “Seminary education 
has opened my eyes 

into a new realm 
of ministry and 

teaching. My mind 
was enriched, and it 

expanded my capacity 
to reach and teach.”

J O H A N N A  R U G H



r. Wayne Caldwell 
folded his hands in  
his lap as he started  
to sing a hymn  
from memory. 

 Though the way seems straight  
 and narrow,
 
 All I claimed was swept away;
 My ambitions, plans and wishes,
 At my feet in ashes lay. 

The hymn by Margaret J. Harris called 
“I Will Praise Him” seemed perfect. Dr. 
Caldwell and his wife, Joan, had been 
telling the story of how they were called 

to Indiana Wesleyan University several 
years ago. Wayne had been wrestling with 
God as a young college student because 
he wanted to be a veterinarian, but God 
wanted him to be a minister. 

For many IWU alumni now in their  
50s and 60s, “Dr. Caldwell” was one of 
the beloved anchors among the faculty 
at then Marion College, teaching often in 
the basement classroom of McConn with 
its chalkboards, metal support poles, and 
old wooden school desks. And many still 
have their color-coded Bibles in three-ring 
binders. But most are likely unaware of his 
remarkable path to that very classroom.
During WWII, he served as a LORAN—
long range navigation operator. His job 

D

Multiple 
Generations 
of Faithful 
Generosity
Dr. Wayne Caldwell and his wife, Joan, have passed the 
baton to their children, who continue the tradition of faithful 
giving to the Caldwell-Wiese Memorial Scholarship Fund for 
ministerial students.

W R I T T E N  B Y :

R A C H E L  A S H L E Y,  ‘ 1 1

“It is the joy of 
our life to see 
students take 
the torch and 
go with God. 
From the little 
we can do, God 
multiplies.”

J O A N  C A L D W E L L
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was helping B-24’s and other planes find 
their way back from missions. He also 
went to radar school and taught pilots and 
navigators how to operate LORAN. When 
he returned home, Wayne used his GI Bill 
to go to college at Miltonvale Wesleyan 
College in Kansas, where he and God 
went toe to toe on Wayne’s future career. 

Both Wayne and Joan grew up in the 
church and in families that emphasized 
time in scripture and prayer together. 
Every day since they got married—26,745 
days ago, he noted—they’ve spent each 
morning in devotions and prayer on their 
knees together. He says it’s a little harder 
to get up off his knees nowadays. 

The Caldwells came to Marion, Indiana 
in the mid-1970s. Joan served in 
institutional advancement until her last 
three years at IWU, when she moved to 
the religion department. Wayne taught 
for 12 years at Marion College and 
was elected as General Editor of The 
Wesleyan Church, where he served for 
eight years from 1984 to 1992.

The Caldwells decided to give to IWU in 
1980, when Joan’s father passed away. 
Their first gift started as a memorial fund 
and only $200. It evolved into a fund that 
later put a cross on the Noggle Christian 
Ministries Center, and when those 
needs were met, their gift became the 
Caldwell-Wiese Memorial Scholarship 

Fund for ministerial students. Now their 
son and two daughters are continuing the 
tradition of contributing to the fund and 
meeting the scholarship recipients at a 
luncheon every year. 

“It is the joy of our life to see students 
take the torch and go with God,”  
Joan said. “From the little we can do,  
God multiplies.”

D R .  W A Y N E  &  J O A N  C A L D W E L L

C A L D W E L L- W I E S E  M E M O R I A L  
S C H O L A R S H I P  F U N D
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Harry Bollinger
Kurtis Bollinger
Christian Campers Fellowship
Robert Gerard
Timothy and Jeanne Johnson
Ruth Landis 
Tom and Cindy McAfee
Richard and Evalyn Sprowl
Lon and Jan Tuin
Elvin and Cyndi Weinmann
Elvin and Laverne Wilmot

Harold “Dick” Eaves
Ken and Connie Erpelding

Robert McIntyre
Mark and Felicia Batman
Ronald and Sharon Campbell
College Wesleyan Church
Steve and Aleta Crail
Gay Langley
Brian Maddox
Elbern and Dorotha Mook
Victoria Newell
James and Peggy Ricker
Mike and Karen Roorbach
Susan Sipes
Richard and Evalyn Sprowl
Julius and Bobbie Strand
Elvin and Cyndi Weinmann

Elvin Weinmann
John and Laura Key

David Albaugh ’07
Aug. 12, 2019 

James Brackett ’51
Jan. 23, 2019 

Jennifer (Chisham) Caruso ’99
Apr. 26, 2019

Denise Davis ’09
Apr. 9, 2019

Karen (Jenkin) Drotar ’87
July 22, 2019

Frank P Dyke ’09
May 12, 2019

Robert Edelman ’06
Jan. 31, 2011

Mark E Eisaman ’78
Feb. 9, 2019

Rita Harden ’03, ’05
Sept. 5, 2019

Catherine Harvey ’14
Sept. 11, 2019

James Higgins ’06
Aug. 10, 2019

Charles Ingram ’65
Aug. 24, 2019

Darlene Jaycox ’59
Apr. 6, 2019

Laura (Bright) Jenkins ’91
June 22, 2019

Marjorie (Dew) Jones ’36
Apr. 1, 2019

Helen (Johnson) Letonek ’54
Nov. 20, 2015

Timothy Lyberger ’16
Nov. 2, 2017

Eugenia Lynch ’04
Apr. 21, 2019

Rosemary Maddux ’55
May 16, 2019

Robert W McIntyre ’44
Mar. 20, 2019

Sandra (Ketterman)  
Milholland ’90
Apr. 14, 2019

Lance Moorman ’72
June 25, 2019

Annette (Blackford) Neal ’00
June 10, 2019

Milcah (Odundo) Nyangaga ’10, ‘17
June 21, 2019

Dennis “Arthur” Odell ’63, ’87
Mar. 15, 2019

Brett Overmyer ’17
July 28, 2019

Elizabeth “Elly” Pinnyei ’93
Aug. 6, 2019

Coral (Powers) Rayot ’13
June 6, 2019

Marvin W Rhoads ’08
Mar. 16, 2019

Helen L Sparks ’54
Mar. 7, 2019

Keith Studebaker ’07
May 12, 2019

Mary (Ward) Thomas ’97
May 10, 2019

Tom Watt ’95
June 11, 2019

Ronald W Webster ’96
Mar. 20, 2019
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DONATIONS HAVE BEEN GIVEN

IN LOVING MEMORY

1924-2019

1948 
Graduated - Affectionately known as  

“IWU’s Official Cheerleader”

First Alumni Director

First Women’s Athletic Director

1972 
Distinguished Alumna

1986
Alumni Association Award,  
along with husband Richard

1990 
Presidential Award,  

along with husband Richard

1998 
50-Year Commemorative Diploma

2005 
Athletic Director’s Award

2009 
Presidential Citation

2011
Troyer Fieldhouse named in her honor
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Centennial Celebration
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