
 

FAQ for JWHC Advising 

 John Wesley Scholar Mary C. Dodd Honors Student 
 
Who is my advisor in the 
JWHC? 
 

 
Class of 2015: Dr. Riggs 
Class of 2014: Dr. Toland 

Class of 2013: Dr. Bressler 
Class of 2012: Dr. Ream 

 

 
How should I prepare for 
meetings with my 
advisor? 
 

 
Students who are new to the JWHC will work with their advisors to draft a 4-year plan. In 
preparation, students should familiarize themselves with the curriculum sheets for their major(s) 

(available at http://www.indwes.edu/Academics/JWHC/JWHC-Academics). Once this plan is in 

place, students should bring it to each meeting with their advisor. Before students meet with their 
advisor to receive his/her approval for registration, they should also prepare a proposed list of 
classes for the coming semester.  
 

 
 
As an incoming student 
to the JWHC, what 
courses should I take 
during my first 
semester? 
 
 

 
Students will take UNV 180 HC (Christian Faith 
& Contemporary with Dr. Riggs) and HNR 101 
(Honors Forum on Faith & the Arts). If their 
schedule allows, they are also encouraged to 
take one additional course from the Honors 
Humanities Core (HST 180 HC, PHL 180 HC, or 
ENG 180 HC) or an Honors Elective (such as 
BIL 101 HC or BIL 102 HC). 
 

 
If students have not already taken UNV 180 HC, 
they will enroll in HNR 210 Introduction to Liberal 
Learning & Life Calling. They should also begin 
to take Honors Forum courses (see the question 
about Honors Forum below). If their schedule 
allows, they are encouraged to take an Honors 
Elective and/or an Honors Research Tutorial. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After I’ve completed my 
first semester, when 
should I take the rest of 
my Honors courses? 
 

 
Typically, John Wesley Scholars take: 

• Honors Humanities Core Courses during 
their freshman and sophomore years. 

• Honors Electives during their freshman, 
sophomore, or junior years. 

• Research Tutorials (HNR 325) in the 
second semester of their freshman year 
and/or during their sophomore year. 

• Liberal Learning/Life Calling Tutorials (HNR 
225) for 6 of their 7 semesters, following 
UNV 180 HC. 

• Honors Forum (HNR 101-104, 200) for 6 
out of 8 semesters. See Honors Forum 
question below for details. 

• Honors Research Seminar (HNR 350) in the 
second semester of the sophomore or first 
semester of the junior year OR Impacts of 
Science on Faith & Society (SCI 380 HC) 
during the sophomore or junior year. 

• Honors Scholarship Project (HNR 497, 498, 
499 OR Lab Science & HNR 499) as juniors 
and/or seniors. 

 

 
 
 
Mary C. Dodd Honors Students should take: 

• Honors Electives during their sophomore, 
junior, or senior years. 

• Research Tutorial (HNR 325) in their 
sophomore or junior year. 

• Liberal Learning/Life Calling Tutorials (HNR 
225) for 3 or 4 semesters. See the Mary C. 
Dodd curriculum sheet for details). 

• Honors Forum (HNR 101-104, 200) for 4 
semesters. See Honors Forum question 
below for details. 

• Honors Research Seminar (HNR 350) in the 
second semester of the sophomore or junior 
year OR Impacts of Science on Faith & 
Society (SCI 380 HC) during the sophomore 
or junior year. 

• Honors Scholarship Project (HNR 497, 498, 
499 OR Lab Science & HNR 499) as juniors 
and/or seniors. 

 
 

 
What Honors Elective 
courses are available? 
 

 
BIL 101 HC (Old Testament) and BIL 102 HC (New Testament) are offered every semester. Other 
electives, such as HST 321 HC (History of the Muslim-Christian Encounter), are also offered on a 
regular basis. Consult each semester’s course schedule to learn what electives are being offered. 



 
 

Courses will be listed under the “HNR” course prefix or as an HC section. 
 
Students in the Mary C. Dodd Honors Program may also count HST 180 HC, PHL 180 HC, and 
ENG 180 HC as Honors Electives. 
 
Courses such as HNR 225 and HNR 325 may count as Honors Electives after the distribution 
requirements for these courses have been met. 
 

 
What Research Tutorials 
(HNR 325)  
are offered? 
 

 
There are usually two Honors Research Tutorials in the course schedule each semester. Topics 
vary and are based on the current research interests of the JWHC faculty. At the beginning of each 
registration season, students will receive an email with course descriptions for the tutorials and may 
select the one that looks most interesting to them. Research Tutorials are capped at 10 students. 
 

 
 
 
I’ve heard that Honors 
Forum fulfills the 
General Education Fine 
Arts requirement (MUS 
180). How does this 
work? 
 

 
 
 
Four semesters of Honors Forum on Faith & 
the Arts (HNR 101-104) fulfills the Gen. Ed. 
Fine Arts requirement. Each of the one-credit 
courses covers a different period of history. 
John Wesley Scholars must take all four 
courses to complete the Fine Arts 
requirement.  
 

 
If Mary C. Dodd Honors Students have not already 
taken MUS 180, they may enroll in the four-
semester sequence of Honors Forum on Faith & 
the Arts (HNR 101-104) to complete both their 
General Education Fine Arts and Honors Forum 
requirements.  
 
If students have already completed MUS 180, they 
may still take the four-semester sequence of 
Honors Forum on Faith and the Arts (HNR 101-104 
) to complete their Honors Forum requirement. Or 
they may take four semesters of HNR 200 Honors 
Forum on Christ & Culture. 
 

 
Why would I enroll in 
HNR 200 (Honors 
Forum on Christ & 
Culture) for 1 hour 
versus 0 hour? 
 

 
Students may enroll in HNR 200 for either 0 or 1 hour. The course experience and assignments are 
the same in either case. Typically, students only enroll in HNR 200 for 0 hour if the course would 
otherwise cause them to exceed 16 credit hours in a given semester. 
 

 
I’m an HST/SOS/SSE 
major and not required 
to take HST 180. How 
does this impact my 
Honors coursework? 
 

 
Because HST/SOS/SSE majors enroll in HST 
185-186 instead of HST 180, they are not 
required to take HST 180 HC. If they do not 
enroll in HST 180 HC, these students will 
complete 9 hours of Honors Electives (rather 
than 6 hours). 
 

 
 
 
HST 180 HC is not a required course for Mary C. 
Dodd Honors Students. 

 
Why would I register for 
1 hour versus 0 hour for 
HNR 499 (Honors 
Scholarship 
Presentation)? 
 

 
Students typically enroll in HNR 499 as a 0 hour course. If students choose to submit their 
scholarship for publication in an undergraduate research journal or presentation at an off-campus 
conference, in addition to the required on-campus scholarship presentation, then they would enroll 
in HNR 499 as a 1 hour course.  

 
How many credit hours 
may I take each 
semester? 
 

 
Students may take up to 18 hours each semester. JWHC students may request a 17

th
 Hour Credit 

Exemption, meaning that the fee for their 17
th
 credit will be waived. JWHC students may receive this 

exemption for up to 4 semesters. Watch for an email at the beginning of each semester and 
complete the appropriate form to receive this exemption.  

 
I am planning to study 
abroad. How will this 
impact my honors 
coursework? 
 

 
The JWHC strongly encourages its students to study abroad during their collegiate experience and 

will work with students to accommodate such opportunities within the curriculum. Students may 

count at least 3 credit hours of their study abroad toward honors requirements. Depending on the 

study abroad program, students may also be able to fulfill part of their Honors Forum and/or Liberal 

Learning Tutorial requirements during their semester abroad. 

 


